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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Date: September 3, 2019 

  

Office of the Governor 

Contact: Alena Yarmosky 

 Governor Northam Announces Improvements to Emergency 
Plans for Hurricanes and Other Natural Disasters 

 ~ Updates enhance coordination, outline state agency 
responsibilities to support emergency operations in the 

Commonwealth ~ 

  

RICHMOND—Governor Ralph Northam today issued the 

new Commonwealth of Virginia Emergency Operations 

Plan (COVEOP), which lays out improvements to policies and 

plans for responding to hurricanes or other major natural 

disasters in Virginia. With the peak of Atlantic hurricane season 

under way and Hurricane Dorian beginning to impact Florida 

and neighboring states, the issuance of these comprehensive 

response and recovery protocols reminds state agencies, local 

and tribal governments, and Virginia residents of the importance 

of preparedness. The Virginia Department of Emergency 

Management (VDEM) maintains the COVEOP and presents the 

plan to the Governor for adoption every four years, at a 

minimum. The Governor also signed two executive orders to 

better coordinate emergency response among state agencies and 

ensure all of Virginia’s state government resources are mobilized 

to prepare for, respond to, and recover from hurricanes and 

other emergencies.  

The COVEOP is an all-hazards plan that outlines the 

responsibilities of every state agency to directly or indirectly 

support emergency operations in the Commonwealth. The 

COVEOP empowers state emergency management officials with 

oversight of statewide response, and marshals the resources of 

other state agencies such as the departments of transportation, 

agriculture, health, and social services, the Virginia National 

Guard, Virginia State Police, and others to provide personnel 

and support services to emergency operations at the state level 

and to support localities directly impacted by a disaster. 

https://www.vaemergency.gov/planning/


 

  

The Governor signed Executive Order Forty-Two which, adopts 

the COVEOP and streamlines the process by which a state of 

emergency is declared and delegates authority to state agencies 

to waive certain registration, licensing, and permit requirements 

to speed disaster recovery. 

  

“Keeping Virginia families, businesses, and communities safe in 

the event of a hurricane or extreme weather starts with having 

the plans and infrastructure in place to support emergency 

operations,” said Governor Northam. “Together with our state 

agencies, we are updating the Commonwealth’s existing 

emergency management procedures and making the necessary 

investments to ensure our personnel and localities have the 

training and resources to navigate the response to and recovery 

from any type of disaster. I encourage all Virginians to follow 

suit and take steps now to make sure they are ready with an 

emergency plan and emergency supplies.” 

  

Executive Order Forty-One clarifies emergency preparedness 

responsibilities for state agencies and institutes of higher 

education. It requires state agencies to: have contracts in place 

for preparedness and for performing their emergency response 

and recovery responsibilities; appoint a liaison officer to work 

with the Virginia Emergency Support Team; and designate 

public information officers to assist in the state joint information 

center with emergency communications when the state is under 

a declaration of emergency. It also directs each state agency to 

include emergency preparedness planning, training, and 

exercises as basic functions of its business and management 

practices. 

  

“As a Commonwealth, we have a comprehensive plan in place 

to respond to severe weather or man-made threats,”said 

Secretary of Public Safety and Homeland Security Brian 

Moran. “We know hurricanes can disrupt Virginia communities 

with flash flooding, damaging winds, and tornadoes. Power 

interruptions, extreme heat, transportation networks, and 

https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-42-Promulgation-of-the-Commonwealth-of-Virginia-Emergency-Operations-Plan-and-Delegation-of-Authority.pdf
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-41-Emergency-Preparedness-Responsibilities-of-State-Agencies-and-Public-Institutions-of-Higher-Education.pdf


 

communication system problems may result from severe 

weather. As we move forward with this updated emergency 

operations plan, I also urge Virginians to prepare and make a 

plan to address your family’s unique needs and circumstances.” 

  

Virginians are encouraged to make preparations to sustain 

themselves during and after hurricanes or other extreme 

weather events. Atlantic hurricane season runs from June 1 

through November 30, with its traditional peak period from 

mid-August to late October. 

  

Preparing for a Hurricane or Severe Weather Threats 

 Have a family and business emergency plan that includes 

decisions on whether, how and where to evacuate, or how to 

safely shelter in place. If you live in coastal Virginia, learn your 

hurricane evacuation zone, review evacuation routes and the 

Commonwealth’s Hurricane Evacuation Guide 

at KnowYourZoneVA.org. Coastal Virginians can also call 2-1-1 

to learn their evacuation zone if they do not have access to a 

computer or internet services. Residents not residing in a pre-

identified evacuation zone should listen to evacuation orders 

from local and state emergency agencies to determine if and 

when to evacuate. 

  

All Virginians, regardless of where you live or work, should 

review the Hurricane Preparedness Guide 

atVAemergency.gov/hurricanes.  Planning resources are 

available at VAemergency.gov/make-a-plan.  

  

Know your risk for inland or coastal flooding, and take steps 

to mitigate that risk. Hurricanes can produce significant 

statewide flooding, and just one inch of water in a home or 

business costs thousands of dollars in cleanup and repairs. Most 

property insurance policies do not cover flood losses including 

those damages that result from flash floods, dam breaks, storm 

surge, inland flooding, and river flooding. 

  

https://www.vaemergency.gov/hurricane-evacuation-zone-lookup/
https://www.vaemergency.gov/threats/hurricanes/
http://vaemergency.gov/prepare/make-a-plan/


 

Do not wait until you see the next storm coming to purchase a 

flood insurance policy—it takes 30 days for a flood insurance 

policy to become effective. Talk to your insurance agent, contact 

the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) call center at (888) 

379-9531 for an agent referral, or visit Floodsmart.gov. To learn 

to how to prepare for and recover from a flood, 

visit VAemergency.gov/floods. 

  

Gather the supplies you need to have on hand in order to be 

prepared for all emergencies. Depending on the severity of the 

disaster and your geographic location, it can take several days or 

weeks for government services and assistance to reach you and 

your family. Purchasing emergency supplies and building an 

emergency kit to sustain your family during and after a 

hurricane is critical. Visit VAemergency.gov/supply-kit to 

review the checklist of supplies for your family and pets and to 

build a family emergency communication plan. 

  

Stay informed as a storm approaches by following local media 

outlets, your National Weather Service field office, and VDEM 

on Facebook and Twitter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.floodsmart.gov/
https://www.vaemergency.gov/threats/floods/
https://www.vaemergency.gov/prepare/supply-kit/
http://facebook.com/vaemergency
https://twitter.com/VDEM


 

National Preparedness Month 2019 

Kathy B. Miller, Director of Aging Programs 
 

As the US heads into hurricane season, the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) and the Ad Council are helping 
Americans get ready for potential emergencies and disasters in 
advance of National Preparedness Month in September. 

 

Each week of National Preparedness Month, the campaign will 
emphasize a unique aspect of preparedness, including saving 
early for disaster costs, making plans to prepare for disasters, 
teaching youth to prepare for disasters and getting involved in 
community preparedness. 

 

 

  

NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS MONTH 
2019 

 

 

 

  

September is National Preparedness Month (NPM), a 
time to remember that we all must prepare ourselves and 
our families now and throughout the year for 
emergencies and disasters. 

This year we are reminded that preparedness and 
resiliency are shared responsibilities between 
government and private citizens. By working together in 
our communities to be personally and collectively ready 
for whatever may occur, we are “Prepared, Not Scared” 
to deal with and recover from natural disasters, acts of 
terrorism, and pandemics. 

 

During National Preparedness Month, use each week to 
address different elements of a good preparedness plan!  

 

 

 

  

September 1-7: Save Early for Disaster 
Costs    

https://www.fema.gov/
https://www.adcouncil.org/
https://www.ready.gov/september


 

 

 

 

 

  

Check your insurance policies and coverage for the 

hazards you may face, such as flood, earthquakes and 

tornadoes. Make sure to consider the costs associated 

with disasters and save for an emergency. 

 

 

 

  

September 8-14: Make a Plan 

 

 

 

 

  

Prepare and plan for surviving on your own after a 
disaster. Put supplies and procedures in place for several 
days without electricity, water service, access to a 
supermarket, or local services. Floods are the most 
common natural disasters in the United States, but it pays 
to review other kinds of emergencies and know what to 
do if they occur. Here’s a comprehensive list of some of the 

risks to prepare for: https://www.ready.gov/be-informed 

 

 

 

  

September 15-21: Youth Preparedness 

 

 

 

 

  

Make resiliency planning a fun process for the kids! 
Here are some resources you’ll want to check out: 

 

 Youth Preparedness 
 Ready Kids 
 Sesame Street Fire Safety Program for preschool children (U.S. Fire 

Administration) 
 Ready Wrigley (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention) 
 Owley Skywarn (National Weather Service) 

 

https://www.ready.gov/be-informed
http://www.ready.gov/youth-preparedness
http://www.ready.gov/kids
https://www.usfa.fema.gov/prevention/outreach/sesame_street_program.html
https://www.cdc.gov/cpr/readywrigley/index.htm
https://www.weather.gov/owlie/


 

 

 

  

September 22-30: Get Involved in 
Your Community’s Preparedness 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Virginia Area Agencies on Aging Receive National 

Recognition  

Kathy B. Miller, Director of Aging Programs 
 

Congratulations to the following Area Agencies on Aging that 
received awards at the 44th Annual n4a conference in New 
Orleans earlier this month! 

Appalachian Agency for Senior Citizens (AASC) - AllCARE for 

Seniors was one of two runners-up for the The John A. 

Hartford Business Innovation Award which recognizes 
community-based organizations that have made significant 
strides in contracting with health care entities and, as such, have 
substantially improved the quality of life of older adults.  In 
addition, Regina Sayers, Executive Director of AASC, received the 
n4a Excellence in Leadership Award, which is given to 
recognize AAA and Title VI directors who have demonstrated 
exceptional leadership capabilities at the local, state or national 
level in advancing the mission of the Older Americans Act and 
preparing communities for our nation’s rapidly aging 
population. 

Aging ACHIEVEMENT Awards: 

Appalachian Agency for Senior Citizens (AASC) for its 
Caregiver Assistance & Relief Education Services (CARES) 
program that provides two free in-home counseling sessions and 
support to caregivers who face the behavioral challenges that 
accompany dementia and Alzheimer’s disease. 

https://n4a.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8e5a58f0539f4d7433f4faafc&id=0b8528c55c&e=f278fd66a9
https://n4a.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8e5a58f0539f4d7433f4faafc&id=0b8528c55c&e=f278fd66a9


 

Arlington Agency on Aging for rebranding its congregate meal 
program as Social 60+Cafes and changing food vendors to 
improve quality and selection. 

Peninsula Agency on Aging for its S.E.T. (Senior Employment 
Transitions) Program that provides comprehensive assistance to 
long-term unemployed or underemployed older adults to help 
them successfully re-enter the workforce, including monthly 
Career Club meetings, a Virginia Career Works-approved 
Community Outreach site, an older workers job fair, and a 
partnership with AARP Richmond to enroll seniors in the Senior 
Community Service Employment Program (Title V).  

Aging INNOVATION Awards: 

Senior Services of Southeastern Virginia (SSSEVA) for its 
Health Empowerment Program, a collaboration between Eastern 
Virginia Medical School Department of Family Medicine, 
Sentara Healthcare’s primary care practices and SSSEVA aimed 
at improved care for seniors identified as high-risk/high-need 
during Medicare Annual Wellness Visits. 

Loudoun County Area Agency on Aging for its Senior Summer 
Adventure Camp in collaboration with the Department of Parks, 
Recreation, and Community Services to offer a four-day nature 
and adventure camp for adults age 55 and older, which 
combined learning, fitness and socialization. 

 

 

 

 

Virginia Tech Center for Gerontology Fall Forum 

Kathy B. Miller, Director of Aging Programs 

 

 



 

                             

 

Virginia Tech Center for Gerontology  
Center for Gerontology Fall Forum  

Thursday, September 12 at 2:00 p.m. 
Fralin Auditorium 

 

Special Speaker:  Marvin Formosa 

"Five Decades of Older Adult Learning: 

Achievements, Limitations and Promises" 

 

Followed by Lemonade on the Lawn 

230 Grove Lane, Blacksburg, VA - ISCE Lawn 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Link to DARS Independent Living Monthly Newsletter    
Kevin Koziol, Director of Independent Living   

    

Past issues of IL News Notes are available on the DARS Intranet:   

    



 

https://intranet/docrepo/DARSCILDocViewer.html   

 

 

 

https://intranet/docrepo/DARSCILDocViewer.html
https://intranet/docrepo/DARSCILDocViewer.html
https://intranet/docrepo/DARSCILDocViewer.html

